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College Mistake #2: Getting stuck and staying stuck. 

Through the course of writing our books and speaking with students and grads across the country, 
we've identified three major ways that students get stuck in their career decisions. 

Three ways students get stuck: 
1. Autopilot - they think they know what they want, but haven't verified it yet
2. Asleep at the wheel - they haven't given much thought to their college and career choices
3. Spinning their wheels - they are considering too many options and can't narrow them down

Here is what that looked like for us. 

After my wife, Beth, and I graduated college we had 
our degrees, we had jobs, and we had ambition. But, 
like so many others, we were working almost 70 
hours a week in jobs that weren't a great match to 
who we were or what we wanted to do with our lives. 

So we made a drastic move. We quit our jobs, gave 
away everything we owned, and headed to Hawaii 
to live "rent-free" in exchange for a few hours of 
work per week on a sustainable, solar-powered goat 
farm. 

Driver's Seat Key #2 

Identify which way you 
might be stuck, get into 
gear, and start moving 
in the right direction. 

Sounds like paradise, right? Well, the reality was a lot different than we had imagined ... 

Click here to read the full story of our Quarter Life Crisis on a Goat Farm. 

To put it simply, we were miserable most days and disappointed in ourselves. We felt like we had 
let our parents down, who meanwhile was worried sick about us. 

Our experience on the goat farm wasn't one we'd recommend, but it's what gave us the space we 
needed to confidently answer the question, "What do we want to do with our lives?" 

Your child doesn't have to wind up on a goat farm to get stuck. For them, "stuck" could look like 
moving back home, working a dead-end job, or seriously questioning the purpose of their life 
(maybe even all three). 

For more real-life examples of grads getting "stuck", follow these links: 
Debt Up To My Neck 
$118,000 In Debt 
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